
 

 

THE WESLEY HERALD  APRIL 7, 2010 
Dear Wesley Community, 

What a wonderful Easter we shared!  The floor pews were filled to capacity, with a 
number of people sitting in the rear balcony.  We had new members, baptisms,  
and confirmations.  The Arsenault family provided a trio of two trombones and a 
trumpet that enriched the hymns the way only brass can.  The Wesley Ringers shared 
their gifts by playing a prelude of well-known Easter hymns.  The Wesley Choir and 
the Ghanaian Choir joined forces for the offertory, and then the Spirit Choir and  
congregation members joined both groups for a resounding performance of the  
Hallelujah Chorus. 

It was a day that required large amounts of energy and organization, and yet at  
the end of the service I was not exhausted, but energized and invigorated. It is  
thrilling when the amount of effort you put forth is met with an equal level of  
excitement from everyone else, and it makes you want to work even harder to push 
everyone to a higher place. 

Seeing the church so filled with people, I couldn’t help but wonder:  
What would it be like to have the church that full every Sunday?  How much more 
energy might we find if we knew our efforts were reaching that many people 
every single week?  How much creativity might we discover within ourselves? 

I know that many of our members are putting forth as much effort as they can  
into the church.  I’d like to challenge us all, though – myself included – to ask  
ourselves if there is more we might do.  If we treated Wesley as a church that needs 
all three balconies to seat the people who come to worship with us on Sunday,  
might we find that added energy and creativity?  I have a feeling that until we find 
these resources within ourselves, we won’t see that vision come to pass.  I also have 
a feeling that we are a special church that has the capacity to fill those balconies once 
again.  What are we waiting for? 

Let’s get to it! 

With best wishes to you all this Easter season, 

Brett, Director of Music 
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PRAYERS, CONCERNS & CELEBRATIONS 
LET US PRAY FOR... 
= John Mockler at the Christopher House. 
= Berwell Ewing at the Beaumont Nursing Rehab Center in Westboro. 
= Betty Small at the Auburn Life Care Center. 
= Lois Johnson at Knollwood Nursing Center. 
= Jean & Cal Williams at the Auburn Life Care Center. 
= John Annobil and family following a fire in their home. 
= Those who have lost their job and are seeking employment. 
= Pastor William as he returns to Tanzania. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO... 
= Cheryl & Keith Cruickshank on the birth of their daughter, Kathryn Jane, on  

March 23rd. 

OUR SYMPATHY TO... 
= Tom & Barbara Ingrassia and family on the death of Tom’s mother Rose. 
= William Robbins, Jr. and family on the death his father, William Robbins, Sr.  

LIGHTINGS AND ALTAR FLOWERS 
THE ROSE WINDOW lighting for April is given in loving memory of Doris Tremblay 

by Tammy, Tracy, Allison, David, Nancy and families. 
THE TOWER lighting for April is given in loving memory of Margaret A. (Swan) 

Fuller by David, Kathy, Nancy and grandchildren. 
THE ALTAR FLOWERS on April 11th are given in loving memory of Rev. Roland 

Sundberg by Chloe Nester Sundberg. 

ELM PARK MINISTRIES 
Elm Park Ministries is about churches partnering together to serve the needs of  
our neighborhoods.  Our church has been participating with: All Saints Episcopal, 
Blessed Sacrament Roman Catholic, Concordia Lutheran, Epworth United  
Methodist, First Baptist, Independent Christian Community, Park Congregational, 
and Trinity Lutheran for the past several months in organizing an Urban Camp  
opportunity for this summer.  Our goal is to offer a limited number of children in our 
neighborhood who would otherwisenot have the opportunity, an experience at a  
summer camp.  We will as well offer again this summer,  with our partner churches,  
a 4-R-Kids  program . Watch for more information on these two programs or talk  
to Chris or Earl Flagg, our representatives on the Elm Park Ministries team. 
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7TH ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON 
SUNDAY, APRIL 11, 2010 AT 12 NOON 

Come and enjoy the fellowship of members and friends of Wesley UMC.  There will be 
foods from many countries to enjoy.    

Thank You, Gary & Renelle Picard  
Co-Chairpersons, Hospitality/Events 

SPAGHETTI DINNER & TALENT SHOW ~ SATURDAY, APRIL 17TH, 5:00 PM… 
 Come start the evening off with a Spaghetti Dinner and then a Talent Show.  

We need talent… can you play an instrument, sing, dance, tell a joke, story! Please 
contact Linda Carlson 508-853-4264 or email at lbcpgc@verizon.net.  I will have  
a sign-up sheet as we must know what talent is in store for the evening. We also need 
to know how many people in order to plan for food. Let’s have FUN!!!!  $7/person, 
$21 max/family. 

GIFTS FOR SHELTERS 
Thank you to all who donated snacks, toiletries, and socks for the Homeless Veterans 
and People in Peril shelters.  There were many more items than before, and they were 
much appreciated.  -- Sarah Circle 

SPRING CLEANING AT FLORENCE HOUSE . . . 
Florence House of Worcester is a transitional living center for teenage mothers. Every 
Spring members of Wesley UMC collect cleaning products to give to the Mom’s  
in that program.  Please consider helping us by bringing in some of your favorite 
cleaning products and adding them to the silver box marked  “Florence House” located 
below the UMW bulletin board in Brewer Hall. 

Thank You, Chris Flagg, UMW 
*Mops, Buckets and Brooms are especially useful,  

but all of your favorite cleaning products are needed. 
 

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT BIBLE STUDY, 9:30 -10:15 MARY ELLIS LOUNGE 
For the next three Sundays (beginning April 11th)  we will look at a DVD based on 
Bishop Rueben Job’s Book  “Three Simple Rules.”  In his book, and in the DVD, 
Bishop Job discusses John Wesley’s General Rules for Christian Living. What  
it would mean to live your life following  these three simple rules:  (1) Do No Harm 
(2) Do Good   (3) Stay in love with God.   ~ Pastor Vicki
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SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS... 

We give thanks to the children as they offered a special Palm Sunday Pageant,  
“The Most Unusual Parade”! We celebrate all the children and youth who made this 
important message come alive, special thanks to, Michelle Augustus, Isaac Boateng, 
Ben & Ethan Butler, Danielle, Rachel, & D.J. Ferdinand, Delaney Hansen, Ken  
Openshaw, Olivia Piscitelli, and Munah Wisner. We closed our program with the  
beautiful sound of bells, as the children rang to the hymn, My Jesus, I Love Thee,  
thanks to Deanna Wong for working with the children! Special thanks to Ann  
Openshaw, our director, Melissa and Michael Butler, our assistants, Deanna Wong, our 
bells music leader, and Isaac Boateng for his solo. 

The Easter Egg hunt was a joy for the children and families! Thanks to Sarah Circle  
and Wesley Christian Education for sponsoring, with special thanks to Betsy Pennino 
for organizing, Ann Openshaw & Kenny for the special egg decorating craft,  
Beth Vietze with the help from Brian & Katie for the delicious cupcake decorating  
treat, Lyndy Scott with help from Kaitlyn & Kyle for helping with the paper flowers, 
Liz Burrows for helping with set-up, Pastor Shandi leading the children in the Easter 
message with the Easter Story video, and all who joined in the fun! 

Easter Blessings, Valerie Jansson 

MESSAGES FROM THE CARTY CUPBOARD... 
Thank You Thank You !!!To all of you who brought in Oatmeal in the month of March 
we received 130 boxes.  The Food Item of the Month for April is... Grape Jelly. 
 
At this time I would like to take a minute to say WOW!  On the night of the 19th of 
March close to 1000 lbs of food was donated to Carty Cupboard by those who came to 
watch the fun basketball game against Pastor Lisa’s Church.   In addition to all of the 
food that came in from the folks of Wesley that night, Pastor Lisa’s folks brought in 2 
van loads of food.   The food that was donated on the 19th was distributed by the end of 
March.  (That gives you an idea of just how fast food comes in and goes out again.)   
Thank You so much to everyone who attended, YOU helped to make a difference in our 
fight against hunger!!!!   
 
Please remember that there are only 3 more weeks to the Feinstein Challenge, it ends on 
April 30th.   If you have made a donation of food or money...Thank You so very much! 

 Nancy Spencer 
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MUSIC ALIVE! & THE 10TH ANNUAL SUNDBERG MEMORIAL CONCERT  
PRESENTS 

THE NEW ENGLAND BRASS BAND 
FRIDAY, APRIL 9, 2010 

7:30 PM 
Back by popular request. 

Reception to follow. 

This concert is free and open to the public. Free will donations will be accepted. 

DINNER AND A MOVIE  
Come and enjoy the box office hit A Beautiful Mind starring Russell Crowe... 

Friday, April 16, 6:00 – 9:00p.m. in Mary Ellis Lounge 

We’d love to have you be part of our new Adult Bible Study. We meet once each 
month, enjoy a pot-luck dinner together while we watch a great blockbuster movie and 
then during dessert we use a scripture based study guide to discuss the film. 

For more information and to sign up, visit us in Brewer Hall or contact Earl or Chris 
Flagg @ 508-852-7745, you can also reach us via e-mail at ERF115@MSN.COM. 

*Please be sure and let us know if you are planning to attend so that we can plan 
accordingly. 

VOLUNTEER(S) NEEDED FOR OUTDOOR PLANTERS 
We are looking a volunteer or volunteers  to plant and maintain flowers in the large 
pots at the outdoor entrances to our church.  It has been our custom to have planters 
throughout spring, summer, and fall seasons as a sign of welcome and beauty as  
people enter the church.  You would not have to purchase the plants as they are 
“sponsored” by friends and members of the church.  There are so many ways you  
can volunteer and help with our mission and ministry; this is an important way  
to serve.  If you are interested please call the office and give Debbi Ritacco your name 
and we will be in touch with you.    ~ Pastor Vicki 

mailto:ERF115@MSN.COM�
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ALBERT N. CECCHINI 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 

Business - Individual Taxes 
Electronic Filing 

Accounting & Cost Accounting 

Consulting Services 

Notary Public 
 

67 Millbrook Street - Suite 216 
Worcester, MA 01606-2835 

508-797-0077 

 
 
 
 
 

Christy & Jeffrey Gibbs 
Your Wesley Family REALTORS® 

 (508) 886-6100 
 

Our Agency is Committed to Providing... 
Full Time Buyer & Seller Representation 

Prompt Communication 
A Team Approach 

Comprehensive Marketing Strategy 
High Level of Energy and Enthusiasm 

RESULTS 
 

Proudly Servicing All of Worcester County 
www.GibbsRealtyInc.com  

2010 HERALD SCHEDULE  

Below are the next couple of Herald  
mailing dates along with the deadline 
dates for each mailing.  

Please note that the deadline  
date is Monday at 9:00 AM unless  

otherwise specified. 

 Article Deadline Herald Mailing 
 Date Date  
 Tues., April 20  Thurs., April 22 
 Mon., May 3  Wed., May 5 

If you have an article,  
please email it as a Word attachment to: 

office@wesleyworc.org 

Welcome! 
Here is the topic for the next meeting: 

APRIL 23RD 
 How becoming a mom changes your  
 relationship with the world . 

 

If you are interested in joining our group 
or to just find out more, please contact 
Jean Grant at grantgirl05@yahoo.com  
or  508-886-6571. We look forward to 
meeting you!  

11 
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WESLEY STAFF & LEADERSHIP TEAM 
Pastors 
 Vicki Woods & Shandirai Mawokomatanda 
Director of Music Ministries 
 Brett Maguire 
Ghanaian Choir Master 
 Charles Ato Brown 
Music Assistant 
 Deborah O’Driscoll 
Sunday School Superintendent 
 Valerie Jansson 
Building Superintendent 
 Phil Johnson 
Business Administrator 
 Lorna Mattus-Merrill 
Church Secretary 
 Debi Ritacco 
Custodians 
 Mark & Carol Flionis and Gerard Piscitelli 
Assistant Custodian 
 Steve Boyns 
Administrative Council 
 Ron Ramsay 
Layleader 
 Deborah O’Driscoll 
Board of Trustees 
 Harry Spencer III 
Carty Cupboard Food Pantry 
 Nancy Spencer 
Education Work Area 
 Ann Openshaw 
Finance & Stewardship 
 Michael Edmunds 
Ghanaian Association 
 Joseph Wilson 
Hospitality/Events 
 Gary & Renelle Picard 
Lay Members Annual Conference 
 Mary Beth Dziewietin and Johnnell Demery 
Medical Ministry 
 Ron Ramsay 
Memorial Gifts 
 Carolyn Bellil 
Mission & Outreach Coordinator 
 Chris Flagg 
Staff-Parish Relations 
 Janet M. Maguire 
Youth Group 
 Phil & Emily Smith 
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	7th Annual International Fellowship Luncheon

	Sunday, April 11, 2010 at 12 Noon

	Christy & Jeffrey Gibbs

	Your Wesley Family REALTORS®

	 (508) 886-6100
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